Portuguese and Primatology simultaneously, and her thesis (Ecologia e comportamento do cuxiú-preto (Chiropotes satanas) na paisagem fragmentada da Amazônia oriental [Ecology and behaviour of the black bearded saki (Chiropotes satanas) in the fragmented landscape of eastern Amazonia]) appeared in 2006. It was, characteristically, right on time.
From there she swiftly moved across town to the Museu Goeldi, where she began as coordinator for the primate monitoring protocol of Conservation International's (CI) Tropical Ecology Assessment and Monitoring (TEAM) program, before becoming responsible for CI's research at Caxiuan, eastern Brazilian Amazonia. Conducting population viability analysis for the IUCN, from 2008 she was the IUCN Primate Specialist Group's coordinator for the Pitheciines (Callicebus, Pithecia, Chiropotes, and Cacajao). Liza also made substantial contributions to the IUCN Red Data Book, coordinating the sheets for almost all pitheciine species and detailing their ecology, conservation status, and threats. She also worked with Brazilian government organizations such as MMA (Environment Ministry) and IBAMA (National Parks Service) on national primate conservation plans as well as with Brazilian Primate Centre in Belém, studying the Critically Endangered regional endemic, Cebus kaapori.
Colleagues, co-workers, students, and friends feel the loss of her dynamism, enthusiasm, and organizational power. Many will mourn the mutual projects that will now never have Liza's enthusiastic cooperation to aid their completion. Her passing is a huge loss not only for academic primatology and for all those who knew her, but also for the primates that she loved so strongly and for whose protection she fought with such passion and dedication.
